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Synopsis

Ethnomusicological fieldwork has significantly changed since the end of the the 20th century.
Ethnomusicology is in a critical moment that requires new perspecitves on fieldwork - perspectives
that are not addressed in the standard guides to ethnomusicological or anthropological method. The
focus in ethnomusicological writing and teaching has traditionally centered around analyses and
ethnographic representations of musical cultures, rather than on the personal world of
understanding, experience, knowing, and doing fieldwork. Shadows in the Field deliberately shifts
the focus of ethnomusicology and of ethnography in general from representation (text) to
experience (fieldwork). The "new fieldwork" moves beyond mere data collection and has become a
defining characteristic of ethnomusicology that engages the scholar in meaningful human contexts.
In this new edition of Shadows in the Field, renowned ethnomusicologists explore the roles they
themselves act out while performing fieldwork and pose significant questions for the field: What are
the new directions in ethnomusicological fieldwork? Where does fieldwork of "the past" fit into these
theories? And above all, what do we see when we acknowledge the shadows we cast in the field?
The second edition of Shadows in the Field includes updates of all existing chapters, a new preface
by Bruno Nettl, and seven new chapters addressing critical issues and concerns that have become

increasingly relevant since the first edition.

Book Information

Paperback: 325 pages

Publisher: Oxford University Press; 2nd edition (September 9, 2008)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 019532496X

ISBN-13: 978-0195324969

Product Dimensions: 9.1 x 0.8 x 6 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.3 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 4.8 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (4 customer reviews)
Best Sellers Rank: #330,224 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #99 inA Books > Arts &
Photography > Music > Musical Genres > Ethnic & International > Ethnomusicology #649

inA Books > Textbooks > Humanities > Performing Arts > Music

Customer Reviews

An excellent book for raising issues and perspectives in the realm of fieldwork and ethnographic

study. While at times a bit too self-indulgent, and lacking in corrective remedies to what



ethnomusicologists see as problems of reflexivity within the field, it seems to me an excellent book
for students looking at fieldwork. The chapters by Jeff Titon and Greg Barz are particularly

noteworthy.

If you're an ethnomusicologist, or interested in ethnomusicology this updated version of Shadows in

the Field is a must, especially in terms of contemporary ethnomusicology.

Awesome book! A must read if you are interested in ethnomusicology, ethnography, and

anthropology. The price is very reasonable too.

Everything was as advertised. Good service
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